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Education 
 
2010-2013  University of Pittsburgh School of Law GPA – 3.5 
   

—Received CALI Excellence for the Future Award for excellent 
achievement in the study of Race and the Law, Fall 2011, and Complex 
Litigation, Fall 2012 
 
-- 2013 3L Distinguished Public Interest Scholar Award 

 
2000-2004  Washington and Lee University  B.A. in Philosophy 
 
Volunteer Experience 
  
9/2007 – Present Human Rights Coalition-Fed Up! (http://hrcoalition.org) – 
investigator and organizer, Pittsburgh, PA 
 

• Correspondence with Pennsylvania state prisoners, support and advocacy work 
• Documentation of human rights violations  
• Lead investigator, researcher, and author of three human rights reports: 

o Institutionalized Cruelty: 
http://hrcoalition.org/sites/default/files/Institutionalized%20Cruelty.pdf  

o Resistance and Retaliation: 
http://hrcoalition.org/sites/default/files/Resistance%20and%20Retaliation-
August%202010_0.pdf  

o Unity and Courage: 
http://hrcoalition.org/sites/default/files/Unity%20and%20Courage-
SCI%20Huntingdon%20Report.pdf  

• Responsible for volunteer orientation and training 
• Work with family members of incarcerated persons to advocate on behalf of their 

human rights 
• Testified in front of the Pennsylvania General Assembly’s House Judiciary 

Committee on solitary confinement in PA prisons in August 2010 
• Conducted numerous interviews with newspaper, online, radio, and television 

journalists. 
• Co-founder of the PA Prison Report, a radio and internet news service initiated in 

August 2010 that has now produced more than 75 reports. 
• Helped to organize press conferences, workshops, and other public education 

events on solitary confinement, cases of wrongful conviction, and the prison-
industrial complex 
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2006-2007 Pittsburgh Anti-Sweatshop Community Alliance 
 

• Prepared and presented community education events on sweatshops in the global 
economy 

• Helped organize action against sweatshop exploitation for the 2006 Major League 
Baseball All-Star Game 

 
December 2005 Independent reconstruction work New Orleans, Louisiana  

• Gutting houses for reconstruction after Hurrican Katrina 
• Preparing St. Augustine’s church for New Year’s mass 

 
Employment experience 
 
May 2013-present Legal Director at Abolitionist Law Center Pittsburgh, PA 
 

• Organized lawsuit challenging Russell Shoatz’s 22 years in solitary confinement 
that helped lead to his release in February 2014 

• Lead counsel on Holbrook, et al. v. Jellen, et al. challenging censorship of 
political literature and human rights publications in a Pennsylvania prison 

• Counsel in case challenging suicide death of mentally ill prisoner in a 
Pennsylvania solitary confinement unit 

• Co-author of report documenting health problems amongst prisoners confined in a 
prison adjacent to a toxic coal waste dump 

• Counsel in Abu-Jamal v. Kane litigation that successfully overturned PA statute 
restricting the free speech rights of formerly and currently incarcerated people 

• ALC was recipient of the 2014 YWCA Racial Justice Award 
 
February-May 2013 Research Assistant for Professor Jasmine Gonzales Rose

 Pittsburgh, PA 
 
May-August 2012 Isabel and Alger Hiss Governmental Misconduct Fellow at the 

Center for Constitutional Rights 
 New York, NY 
 

• Worked on Pelican Bay case, performing legal research on Eighth and Fourteenth 
Amendment issues 

• Researched international human rights law related to Guantanamo Bay  
• International human rights research as part of the Right to Heal Campaign, 

involving Iraq war veterans and Iraqi civil society organizations 
 
May 2011 – May 2012 Research Assistant for Professor Jules Lobel 
 Pittsburgh, PA 
 

• Assisted with several legal and scholarly research projects for Professor Lobel 



• Assisted with investigating prison conditions and legal aspects of solitary 
confinement in California state prisons 

 
Personal Narrative 

 
During the past six years I have worked as a volunteer with the Human Rights Coalition, 
reviewing thousands of prisoners letters, gone on countless prison visits, documented 
hundreds of human rights violations, written three long-form human rights reports (link 1, 
link 2, link 3), authored hundreds of short articles for HRC’s PA Prison Report, and 
contributed to Solitary Watch and Al-Jazeera Enlglish on occasion.  
 
I have organized workshops on issues related to the criminal legal system, especially 
solitary confinement, and appeared as a speaker at rallies and workshops. I have been 
quoted in newspapers in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and other Pennsylvania 
towns, as well as The Nation, and been interviewed on radio programs in Pennsylvania, 
New York City, Washington, D.C., and Atlanta. In August 2010, I testified in front of the 
Pennsylvania House Judiciary Committee about human rights violations inside PA DOC 
solitary confinement units. 
 
In response to the largest prisoner work strike in U.S. history in December 2010, I drafted 
the Statement of Solidarity with Georgia Prisoner Strike that was signed by the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, Michelle Alexander, Noam Chomsky, and more than 3,000 other 
leading organizations and individuals in the struggle for criminal justice reform and 
prisoners’ human rights. 
 
Between the fall of 2009 and September 2012, I was a leader in the Justice for Terrell 
campaign, which built public support and press attention ahead of a new trial in the case 
of a Pittsburgh man who had served 17 years in prison for a murder he did not commit. 
We organized rallies and press conferences in front of city hall, gathered hundreds of 
petition signatures, received radio, television, and newspaper coverage, hosted teach-ins 
at libraries and the Pitt law school, and gathered community members in two annual 
“Freedom Festivals.” Terrell Johnson was acquitted at a retrial in September 2012. 

 
Between 2009 and 2011, I provided information on human rights violations to the 
USDOJ. This work helped spark a civil rights investigation into abuse of the mentally ill 
in PA DOC solitary confinement units that has resulted in the USDOJ finding the entire 
PA DOC in violation of the Eighth Amendment and the Americans with Disabilities Act 
for its warehousing of mentally ill and intellectually disabled prisoners in solitary 
confinement – the first time the USDOJ has ever made such a finding in regard to an 
entire state prison system. 
 
In the summer of 2012, I worked with HRC to draft a three-point platform calling for the 
abolition of solitary confinement. As part of this effort, I assisted state legislators in 
selecting mental health experts, lawyers, former prisoners, and prisoners’ family 
members to testify at a September 2012 legislative hearing.  
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My experience with HRC led to my entering law school. In May 2011, I began work as a 
legal assistant to Jules Lobel, President of the Center for Constitutional Rights and lead 
counsel for Pelican Bay prisoners. I did extensive factual and legal research into the 
conditions at Pelican Bay State Prison in California. This work served as a basis for the 
class action filed by the CCR.  
  
In the summer of 2012, I worked with CCR in New York City as their Isabel and Alger 
Hiss Governmental Misconduct Fellow. 
 
In the spring 2013, I founded a student organization, the Prisoner Legal Support Project, 
which continues to provide legal support to people in prison. In May, I was named the 
2013 Distinguished Public Interest Scholar at Pitt Law.  
 
In addition, I organized a legal team, shaped the legal and advocacy strategy, and 
participated in drafting legal filings in the case of Shoatz v. Wetzel, a federal civil rights 
case brought in the Western District of Pennsylvania challenging more than 22 
consecutive years of solitary confinement. In February 2014, Shoatz was released from 
solitary confinement for the first time in more than two decades, and he was able to 
embrace his children that evening. 
 
At the end of October 2013, I helped organize and moderate a panel on political prisoners 
and solitary confinement at the National Lawyers Guild annual convention. Panelists 
included former Puerto Rican political prisoner Edwin Cortes, Clarissa Lopez Ramos 
(daughter of Oscar Lopez Rivera), former political prisoner Jihad Abdulmummit, and 
Azadeh Zohrabi. 
 
In July, 2014, ALC brought further litigation challenging the suicide in solitary 
confinement of Brandon Palokovic, a young man with a history of mental health issues. 
 
In September 2014, ALC released a report detailing our preliminary findings on the 
health impact of a toxic coal ash dump on prisoners held at the State Correctional 
Institution (SCI) Fayette in southwestern PA. The report has lead to widespread media 
coverage, helped us enlist the support of the Natural Resources Defense Council and 
American Civil Liberties Union of PA, and enabled us to obtain further resources for 
investigating health conditions at the prison. 
 
I organized a legal team in response to the Pennsylvania legislature’s passage of an 
unconstitutional statute designed to chill the speech of people currently and formerly held 
in prison. We brought a pre-enforcement challenge to the Revictimization Relief Act in 
the case Abu-Jamal v. Kane, and on April 28, 2015, Chief Judge Connor of the Middle 
District of PA held that the statute was unconstitutional. 
 
In January 2015, I helped initiate the Allegheny County Jail Health Justice Project after 
being approached by unionized health care workers at the jail. We created a coalition of 
organizations that have acted as a catalyst spurring an ongoing reform process that has 
led to the County deciding not to renew its contract with the current provider, enlisting 

http://www.democracynow.org/2013/5/31/oscar_lpez_rivera_after_32_years


the assistance of one of the city’s largest medical providers, and convening a public 
hearing to address conditions at the jail. 


